


USN, via the Warren K. Berner Collection

Above: CAPT Warren K. Berner, CO of USS Wright (CVL-49), talks to the ships
crew on the carrier’s first anniversary, 9 Feb '48. The carrier’s Executive Officer
CDR Magruder H. Tuttle in blues sits next to CNATra, RADM Frank D. Wagner,
in aviation greens (with ribbons). His flag lieutenant (complete with “loop”) sits
behind the admiral on the Training Command’s training carrier’s hangar deck.
Below, The author, LT Casey Bates, models his aviation greens at a March 2008
winging at NAS Kingsville.
Courtesy, LT Casey Bates, USN
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The Navy Exchange no longer stocks the uniform, although it is
available by special order or from outside vendors. Many do not know it
is still an authorized uniform. When I wore my AWGs on duty in
January 2008, I had student Naval Aviators and instructor pilots asking
me, “What the heck are those?”

The AWG uniform is scheduled to be phased out in 2010, to be
replaced with the Naval Working Uniform. There has been some effort
to petition the Uniform Review Board to keep the Aviation Working
Greens as an optional uniform and have them renamed M—

Aviation Service Greens, which better reflects their current
’ ESasiin 4
manner of wear. \\
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