














Grand Club Members
Receive Plaques

Photos by Susan Mantle

RADM Robert Besal RDML David Philman CAPT Richard Butler

CAPT David Woods CAPT Tom Lalor  CAPT Richard Thayer

CDR Roger Myers  CAPT Mike Warriner CAPT Thomas Hills

CDR Dean “Diz” Laird, USN(Ret), scored a double by claiming the
earliest trap (November 1942) and lowest hull number with Saratoga
(CV-3). Meanwhile, CDR Dominic DiMatteo led everyone present with
552 straight-deck arrested landings.

Top Hooker honors went to CDR Todd Kiefer who recruited 44 new
members in the past year. CDR Doug Siegfried, USN(Ret), received
The Hook Contributor’s Award for his three-part series on Navy TraCom
in World War II.

After the active-duty squadron and personal awards (see Pages 68 and
69), the Zeke Cormier Honorary Tailhooker of the Year was presented to
LCDR Ed “Tick” McCabe for his work on behalf of the Association.
Finally, Two Lifetime Achievement Awards were presented. The first
went to Mr. Wesley Fry, Association attorney who rendered sterling
service when the Navy, DoD and the U.S. Government went through
hard times with our Association, and who helped establish the scholar-
ship fund. Also honored was astronaut CAPT Gene Cernan, USN(Ret),
for his longtime advocacy of Naval Aviation, of which we heard more at
the evening banquet.

The Flags Take the Stand

The traditional final event before Saturday night’s gala reception and
banquet was the Flag Panel, and as with most years, attendees packed
the house to SRO status. ComNavAirForces VADM Tom “Killer”
Kilcline served as the moderator for the board that included VADM
Dave “DJ” Venlet, NavAirSysCom; RADM Al Myers, N§8; RADM
Mark “Waldo” Emerson, NSAWC; RADM John “Goody” Goodwin,
ComNavAirLant; RADM(sel) Jeff Lemmons, ComNavAirForcesRes;
BGen Robert “Whaler” Walsh, Deputy Commandant for Aviation; and
RADM Mark “Guads” Guadagnini, CNATra.

The inimitable RADM J. Lloyd “Doc” Abbot, USN(Ret), once again
did his usual outstanding job of preparing the audience for the serious
stuff by engaging in commentary about other serious stuff. This year
Doc had us roaring with his comparison of carrier operations then and
now, providing details on one of the most important aspects of the old
straight-deck CV days: “time in gear.” As he described it, this was the
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From left: RADM Han Tallent, Tailhook Educational Foundation president;
Adam Pence, scholarship receipient and Ed “Whales” Whalen, Lockheed
Martin; with the ceremonial check for Adam’s $10,000 scholarship.

length of the interval between the cut signal to the recovering aviator
and the raising of the barrier in preparation for the next landing. It was
about 15-17 seconds. RADM Lloyd apologized for the language he was
about to use, but stressed it was crucial to understanding the importance
of this aspect of straight-deck ops. As he put it, anyone who took over
20 seconds became known as someone who was “guilty of scratching
his ass on company time.”

That brought the house down and left a tough act for others to follow.
The Flag panel recovered and persevered.

VADM Kilcline set the ground rules — three minutes for each panel
member to present, then questions — and reminded the attendees that
all questions were “non-attribution,” i.e., “nobody gets shot.” He also
advised the fleet types in the audience to “Stay Navy, guys; we need
everyone right now.”

VADM Venlet summarized current aircraft, weapons and support
programs and announced that his personnel saw their place in life as
representatives of Navy and Marine Corps Systems Command. RADM
Goodwin followed with a discussion of one of the subjects that keeps
him awake at night: Enterprise, the oldest nuke carrier at 46 years.
“She’s like a ’61 Chevy that’s doing great work in-theater.” Otherwise,
he boosted Naval Aviation Enterprise, announcing “It’s not about
making Naval Aviation a business; it’s about the business of Naval
Aviation.”

RADM Emerson was next, summarizing the operations of NSAWC at
NAS Fallon and reiterating the plan to acquire more ex-Air National
Guard F-16s, MH-60Ss, two E-2Cs and eventually 10 ¢
F/A-18E/Fs. RADM Meyers spoke on future programs and
future technologies while BGen Walsh commented on the

The Saturday afternoon symposium Flag Panel. Above: From left, RDML Mark
“Guads” Guadagnini, BGen Robert “Whaler” Walsh, RADM Mark “Waldo”
Emerson and RADM(Ret) J. Lloyd “Doc” Abbot. Below: From left, VADM Tom
“Killer” Kilcline, VADM Dave “DJ” Venlet, RADM John “Goody” Goodwin,
RADM Al Myers and RADM(Sel) Jeff Lemmons.

Barbara Woodbury




Leadership, Estocin and Boola-Boola Awards Presented at Saturday’s Luncheon

Susan Mantle

The CAPT Michael J. Estocin Award, sponsored by
Boeing, was presented to VFA-97. Back row, from
left: RADM Jay Campbell, Storm Foley (Michael
Estocin’s granddaughter), Marie Estocin (Estocin’s
widow), CDR Russ “Beacon” McCormack (CO),
VADM Tom Kilcline (ComNavAirForce) and Bob
Gower (Vice President, Boeing F/A-18 programs).

Susan Mantle

Navy and Marine Association Leadership Award
winners, from left: RADM Jay Campbell (Tailhook
Chairman of the Board), CDR Jeffrey Davila, LT
Zachary Kirby, CDR Drew Basden, LCDR Matthew
Pothier, LCDR Joel Becker, CDR Daniel Cheever,
CDR Louis J. Schager Jr., LCDR Tabb B. Stringer,
CDR John J. Thompson and Barbara Woodbury,
(President, Navy and Marine Association).

Susan Mantle

The ComNavAirPac Boola-Boola Award, sponsored
by Raytheon, was presented to VFA-94 by Zack May
Director Business Development for Raytheon
Missile Systems Strike Product Line (back row, sec-
ond from left). The award is presented to the strike
fighter squadron which has demonstrated the high-
est capability to maintain and utilize air-to-air
missile weapon systems. Accepting the award was
the Mighty Shrike’s CO, CDR William “Billy Ray”
Ipock (back row, center) and other squadron
members making up the front row..
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ongoing Tactical Air Integration Plan — it will continue — adding the
Marines have operated from the Navy’s carriers since 1931. He
reminded the audience that this Navy and this nation are in for a long
war (official pronouncements from U.S. Central Command over the use
of the term). He listed the five phases of the war from the radical Islam
point of view, including the destruction of Western economies and even-
tual subjugation of the planet. His comments quieted the audience a bit
but also resulted in approving nods, or at least looks of understanding of
the threat.

RADMs Lemmons and Guadagnini wrapped up the formal portion of
the panel. The latter asked for the combat veterans in the audience to
raise their hands and then recommended everyone to mix that evening
over stories and beer. His stated intent was to give those who hadn’t
“seen the elephant” an outstanding chance to learn from those who had
flown the green ink missions.

It’s a Wrap: Banquet Night

The highlight of each Tailhook reunion is the Saturday night banquet,
featuring presentation of several significant awards. First up in 2007
was the RADM Jig Dog Ramage Ship/Air Wing Team Award, presented
to USS Eisenhower (CVN-69) and Air Wing Seven. Tailhooker of the
Year was CAPT Mike “Nasty” Manazir who responded via satellite
phone from “the best seat in the house,” the bridge of Nimirtz on deploy-
ment. The Marine Tailhooker of the Year, LtCol Hunter “Hamster”
Hobson, also replied telephonically.

Delivering more good news from the head table, Gladys Knight
announced that the TEF goal was achieved and then some — a total of
$42,000 including some $2,000 checks delivered on-site. He saluted the
exceptional extra effort of Donald Hume who donated $40,000 in mem-
ory of his wife, Annette, and all Navy spouses who support their
husbands/wives and families day by day, year after year.

Jay Campbell then introduced the featured speaker, announcing that
Gene Cernan “is going to illuminate us” about the manned space pro-
gram.

An A-4 pilot of the Miramar persuasion, then-LT Cernan began his
NASA career as one of 400 applicants for the Gemini program.
Surviving the cut to 36 and the final 14, he admitted that the one disap-
pointment of making three space flights was never having a squadron
command. Nevertheless, he flew in Gemini IX (1966), Apollo X (1969)

Individual Awards
Presented at Hook ’07

The following individuals were recognized for their professional
performance in the year 2006:

ComNavAirPac Pilot of the Year:
ComNavAirPac NFO of the Year:
ComNavAirPac LSO of the Year: LCDR Trevor Estes, CVW-2
ComNavAirLant LSO of the Year: LT Pascal Holmes, VAW-120
ComNavAirLant Enlisted Aircrewman of the Year:

AW1 Joshua Benshoff, HS-3

LT Peter Lauder, VP-47
LT Chad Redmer, VFA-2

Navy and Marine Association Leadership Awards

Strike Fighter Wing Pacific
CDR Daniel Cheever
LCDR Robert Loughran
LT Mark Kircher

Strike Fighter Wing Atlantic
CDR Louis J. Schager Jr.
LCDR Matthew R. Pothier
LT Brad S. Anderson

Sea Control Wing Pacific
CDR Jeffrey D. Davila
LT Zachary T. Kirby

Airborne Command and Control Logistics Wing Pacific
CDR Drew Basden
LCDR Joel Becker

VAQ Wing Pacific
CDR John J. Thompson
LCDR Tabb B. Stringer
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At Saturday night’s banquet, representatives of USS Dwight D. Eisenhower
(CVN-69) and CVW-7 receive the 2007 Ramage Award for the Navy’s best
ship/air wing team.

and Apollo XVII in 1972, becoming (until further notice) the last man to
leave footprints on the moon.

Cernan asserted that as much as he values his NASA record, he con-
siders himself first and foremost a Tailhooker. With obvious pride he
reminded the audience that the first American in space, the first to orbit
Earth, first and last to walk on the moon, and five of the six to land there
had one thing in common — they all wore Wings of Gold.

In terms the attendees readily understood, Cernan said that landing
Challenger on the moon was “a piece of cake compared to a night car-
rier landing.” He also noted that he felt better knowing that an F-8
Crusader pilot was orbiting the moon, with Ron Evans flylng ‘top
cover” for Cernan and geologist Jack Schmidt. The tailhook-
ing astronaut also claimed three OK-3s in his logbook for
bringing spacecraft to a landing within 1.5 miles of the

Hook ’07’s banquet speaker was Gene Cernan, a Tailhooker and veteran of three
space flights, the last being Apollo XVII, the final manned mission to the Moon.
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Both permanent Tailhook Association staff and volunteers made Hook '07 happen.

Fiscal Year 2006/°07 In Review

compiled by Mike Weeks and LCDR Richard R. Burgess, USN(Ret)

The following information reflects the official effective dates of the actions reported.
Ceremonial dates may differ considerably from the official dates and are not listed.

Aviation Ships Commissioned

Aviation Ships Decommissioned
e USS Belleau Wood (LHA-3), 28 October 2005
e USS Saipan (LHA-2), 27 April 2007
e USS John F. Kennedy (CV-67), 30 September 2007

Aviation Units Established
e VFC-13, Det Key West, NAS Key West, Fla.,
1 October 2005
HSC-22, NavSta Norfolk, Va., 1 October 2006
HSC-23, NAS North Island, Calif., 1 October 2006
HT-28, NAS Whiting Field, Fla., 1 November 2006
HSM-71, NAS North Island, Calif., 1 January 2007

Aviation Units Deactivated

VP-65, NAS Point Mugu, Calif., 31 March 2006
VP-66, NAS JRB Willow Grove, Ill., 31 March 2006
VP-94, NAS JRB New Orleans, La., 31 March 2006
VS-33, NAS North Island, Calif., 31 July 2006
VS-41, NAS North Island, Calif., 30 September 2006
NAS Keflavik, Iceland, 3 November 2006

HCS-5 NAS North Island, Calif., 31 December 2006
VS-24 NAS Jacksonville, Fla., 31 March 2007
HS-75 NAS Jacksonville, Fla., 1 April 2007

VS-30 NAS Jacksonville, Fla. 20 April 2007
Commander Helicopter Wing Reserve, 31 May 2007
Commander Reserve Patrol Wing, 30 June 2007
VFA-201, NAS JRB Dallas, Texas, 30 June 2007
HC-4, NavSta Norfolk, Va., 30 September 2007

Aviation Units Redesignated

VF-11 to VFA-11, 18 October 2005

HC-5 to HSC-25, 24 October 2005

HC-3 to HSC-3, 31 October 2005

Commander, Carrier Strike Group One to
Commander, Strike Force Training Pacific,
7 November 2005

HC-11 to HSC-21, 7 November 2005

HSL-41 to HSM-41, 8 December 2005

HC-2 to HSC-2, 24 August 2005

HC-85 to HSC-85, 8 February 2006

VF-103 to VFA-103, 27 April 2006

VF-143 to VFA-143, 27 April 2006

VF-31 to VFA-31, 1 August 2006

VEF-32 to VFA-32, 1 August 2006

VF-213 to VFA-213, 1 August 2006

HSC-4 to HSC-84, 1 October 2006

VFEC-13 Det Key West to VFC-111, 1 November 2006

HS-8 to HSC-8, 1 April 2007

Commander, Carrier Air Wing Reserve 20 to
Commander, Tactical Support Wing, 1 April 2007

Commander Helicopter Sea Combat Wing U.S. Atlantic Fleet
to Commander Helicopter Sea Combat Wing, Atlantic
22 May 2007

Commander Naval Air Force U.S. Atlantic Fleet to
Commander Naval Air Force Atlantic, 23 May 2007

Commander Sea Control Wing U.S. Atlantic Fleet to
Commander Sea Control Wing Atlantic, 23 May 2007

Aviation Command Home Base Change

VR-56 from NavSta Norfolk to NAS Oceana,
21 August 2006
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ramp. He hastened to add, “That’s a lot better than it sounds. When you
call the ball from 200,000 miles away, give me a little slack!”

Cernan wove a spellbinding account of space flight — from the exhil-
aration of riding 7.5 million pounds of thrust atop a Saturn V to achiev-
ing escape velocity of 25,000 mph (that’s 21,750 knots by Golden
Wingers standard.)

But there was more. In a reflective mood, Cernan recalled looking at
planet Earth “from God’s front porch” and wishing he could punch the
“freeze action” button as he did in simulators. But time was always a
critical factor, and he reflected that the spiritual aspects of space flight
are perhaps best addressed afterward, with earthly time to reflect on the
spiritual meaning of man’s place in the firmament.

“We’re going back,” Cernan insisted, guesstimating a return to the
Moon in the next 20 years. He stated that a manned Mars flight is feasi-
ble, but the likely astronauts to make the trip currently are in
the fourth grade.

Some of them will wear Wings of Gold, too. \
MAIL CALL

Navy Rescinds Low - Visibility Tactical Paint Scheme

Another version of the “Story Behind the Photo” from The Hook,
Wi 06, Page 17, “Navy Rescinds Low-visibility Tactical Paint
Scheme.”

The RA-5C was installed on pylons in the lawn behind the main
administrative building at NAS Cubi Point circa 1978 or 1979. There
was no miniature golf course at the time the RA-5C was towed up the
hill and firmly ensconced on the lawn. Credit for this feat goes to LCDR
Charlie Koeber, O-in-C FAWPRA det Cubi, CDR Tom O’Connor, AIMD
Cubi and LT Dwayne Currie, Staff Civil Engineer Cubi. The BUNO and
squadron markings, as shown in a family photo, differed from The Hook
article. Since none of us were Vigi drivers we had no parochial reason to
alter the aircraft’s appearance as left behind. I'll have to stick with the
facts as related above and shown in our family photo.

Perhaps you can find room for this in a future article in The Hook.
The Hook is a must read. Keep up the great work.

CAPT Tom Durant USN(Ret)
Wilmington, N.C.

Finally got around to reading the Winter [2006] Edition of The Hook.
The article on the NAS Cubi Point, Republic of Philippines, mounting
of the RA-5C was a little inaccurate.

Indeed the aircraft was left behind at Cubi Point when USS
Enterprise (CVN-65) departed. It had been used primarily for towing
practice and for crash crew training. Cubi Point Commanding Officer,
CAPT Tom Durant, decided that the lawn quadrangle adjacent to the
main administration building that housed the NAS and Commander
Fleet Air Western Pacific staffs should have an aircraft displayed to
honor all that served. By the way there was no miniature golf course in
that lawn!

AIMD Cubi was given the task of prepping the aircraft in conjunction
with FRAWPA. We discovered the aircraft had almost a full bag of fuel
on board; and ejection seats were still installed and armed.

Spoiler strips were installed on the upper surface of the wings to miti-
gate high wind conditions during typhoons in PI. Pylons were con-
structed in the lawn on which the aircraft was installed (one each for the
main landing and nose wheels). They were designed by the Cubi Point
Civil Engineer. Additionally, the paint job was renewed — engines and
avionics were removed.

When it came time to tow the aircraft up the hill we tried the main
road but there too many obstacles. We ultimately used the back road,
cutting down a couple of trees along the way. We then discovered that
this was a violation of Filipino law, which was later resolved with some
difficulty. Public Works provided a large crane to lift the RA-5C aircraft
and the Cubi Point Civil Engineering group welded it in place.

In all it was a major effort and a labor of love.

I was the AIMD Officer at the time and as I recollect, the Airframes
Officer that coordinated most of the work, was WO Ron Mobley.

Sad to see what is probably the most attractive aircraft ever to fly,
painted up like a jeepney.

Captain Tom O’Connor USN(Ret)
Gallatin Gateway, Mont.
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THE LAST CUT
LCDR Kermit Jamison, USN(Ret), Charter Life 12560
CDR R. Orton Rudd, USN(Ret), Charter 136
MAJ Vance L. “Bud” Yount Jr., USMC(Ret), Life 1699
LCDR Ronald G. Tinlin, USNR(Ret), Life 1879
CAPT Louis R. “Bullet Bob” Canepa, USN(Ret), Life 5753
Aviation Pilot 1/c G. A. “Buster” Gunter, USN(Ret), Life 2068
CAPT Cook Cleland, USN(Ret), Life 1690
LtCol Gordon Holm, USMCR(Ret), Life 1681
CAPT Eward P. Mertz, USN(Ret), Life 321
LCDR Robert A. Steelnack, USN(Ret), 21308
CAPT Robert L. Mueller Jr., USNR(Ret), 33517
LT Newell E. De Puy Jr., USN(Ret), 38845
LtCol George M. Lawrence, USMC(Ret), 41278
CAPT Andreas D. Bothe, USMCR(Ret), 33646
Mr. Jim Murphy, Corporate 21547
Former LTJG Jack F. McKenny, USN, 38631
CDR Benjamin E Colkitt Jr., USN(Ret), 4152
CDR Harry Thompson, USN(Ret), 40822
Dr. Will Irwin, 35451
CDR Frank O. Green, USN(Ret), 24508
CAPT Charles A. Pendleton, USN(Ret), 10818
LCDR John D. Pamp, USN(Ret), 1319
CAPT Thomas B. Mooney, USN(Ret), 3926
CAPT Walter A. Lundin, USN(Ret), 4558
CAPT Richard P. “Deke” Bordone, USN(Ret), 57891
CDR Jim Potter, USN(Ret), 11858
Mr Joseph Kretsinger, 32897

REQUESTS

A British aviation historian is writing a book about HMS Ark Royal
(R 09) and is trying to locate LCDR George Dammeyer, USN, a B/N
who did an exchange tour with the Ark’s all-weather strike Squadron 809
from September 1971 to September 1972. Any help in locating LCDR
Dammeyer would be greatly appreciated.

Contact Rowland White at rowlandwhite@btinernet.com.

REUNIONS

¢ USS CONSTELLATION (CVA/CV-64) — 21-25 October 2007, Bremerton,
Wash. Ron Despain, (520) 586-8607; connydespain4754@msn.com

¢ AIR TASK GROUP ONE (1951-1959) — 25-28 October 2007, San Diego,
Calif., Dave Robertson, (858) 277-0843; robertsonbldw@sbcglobal.net

e VA-25/VFA-25 — 9-11 November 2007, Pensacola, Fla. (321) 383-4137,
fist07 @fistofthefleet.org, www.fistofthefleet.org

¢ VA-163/VA-164 — 17 November 2007, Pensacola, Fla. Martin Vanover, 4363
E. Windmere Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85048. (480) 706-1133;
martin.m.vanover@boeing.com

* THE SON TAY RAID ASSN. — 21-25 May 2008, Fort Worth, Texas. John
Gargus, 1947 Hobson Drive, Henderson, NV 89074. (702) 914-8709;
Gartalon@cox.net

e USS NIMITZ (CVN-68) ASSN. — 18-21 June 2008, Nashville, Tenn. Joe
Brunner, (619) 466-2132; waldj@cox.net; Hank Byrnside (502) 232-2232,
soundtronics1@bellsouth.net; Andy Lewallen (256) 684-7276,
andylew@hiwaay.net; www.ussnimitzassociation.org

¢ USS HORNET (CV-8, CV-/CVA/CVS-12) ASSN. — 10-14 September 2008,
St Louis, Mo. Carl and Sandy Burket, USS Hornet Association, P.O. Box 108,
Roaring Spring, PA 16673. (814) 224-5063; hornetcva@aol.com,
usshornetassn.com

* TAILHOOK ASSOCIATION REUNION — 4-7 September 2008, Reno/
Sparks, Nev., Tailhook Association, (858) 689-9223, www.Tailhook.org

¢ ESCORT CARRIER SAILORS AND AIRMEN ASSN. — 19-26 September
2008, Covington, Ky., (Cincinnati, Ohio). George Manik, 50 North Island Drive,
Bayville, NJ, 08721. (732) 269-6767; aceminibaler@earthlink.net

e USS HORNET (CV-8, CV/CVA/CVS-12) ASSN. — Date TBD, Buffalo, N.Y.
Carl and Sandy Burket, USS Hornet Association, P.O. Box 108, Roaring Spring,
PA 16673, (814) 224-5063, hornetcva@aol.com, usshornetassn.com

* TAILHOOK ASSOCIATION REUNION — 10-13 September ‘W
2009, Reno/Sparks, Nev., Tailhook Association, (858) 689-9223, < vy
www.Tailhook.org \
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